News Release

DATE

Soapbox Challenge to Britain’s Young People

Thousands of young people are getting on their soapbox as part of a national project to showcase their ideas and creativity. 

NAME OF GROUP is joining hundreds of groups across the UK, from the Shetland Islands to the South coast, who have taken up the challenge of using a wooden soapbox to express what matters most to them. 

Launched by Southbank Centre, Operation Soapbox aims to represent the voices of young people from across Britain – using the soapbox as traditional vehicle for independent expression in new and imaginative ways. It is free to enter and open to all schools, youth groups and children’s centres.  Their creative work will come together in summer 2008 for an exhibition at Southbank Centre at the heart of London’s vibrant cultural quarter.

NAME OF GROUP COORDINATOR, said:

Project organiser, Lucy Macnab, said:

“Southbank Centre is committed to involving young people in the arts and it’s fascinating to see all the different responses.  While young people often use the internet to express themselves freely, it can be a real challenge to put a point across in a live, creative way. The project is also great in that it allows young people from really different parts of Britain to exchange experiences, and learn about what life is like growing up in rural Wales, or the centre of Belfast, for example.”

Ideas range from using making a film of the soapbox as a time machine to explore what the future will be like, to growing vegetables to demonstrate the importance of healthy eating.  As well as their soapbox, participants have access to an interactive website, with regular inspiration from guest artists and other young people. 

For further information, please contact:

YOUR GROUP:

Lucy Macnab, Southbank Centre: 020 7921 0867 or lucy.macnab@southbankcentre.co.uk
Notes to editors:

1. Southbank Centre manages the Royal Festival Hall, The Hayward, Queen Elizabeth Hall and Purcell Room, as well as the Saison Poetry Library, the Arts Council Collection and Hayward Touring Exhibitions on behalf of Arts Council England.  It attracts more than 3 million visits annually.  The Royal Festival Hall reopened in June 2007 following the £115 million refurbishment of the Hall and redevelopment of the surrounding area and facilities.
